CATTLE PLAGUE (IRELAND). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons 
dated 13 February 18 66;— /or, 



COPY “ of the Report of the Committee convened by the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland , to consider the Measures that might be adopted for Arresting the 
Progress of the Cattle Plague, in case of its appearance in Ireland." 



CATTLE PLAGUE COMMITTEE. 



FIRST REPORT. 



To His Excellency Baron Wodehouse , Lord Lieutenant General and General 
Governor of Ireland. 

May it please your Excellency, 

The Committee appointed by your Excellency for considering what means it 
Avould be advisable to adopt to check the Cattle Plague in case it should break 
out in Ireland, have carefully considered the Report of the Commissioners 
appointed by Her Majesty to inquire into the origin and nature of the Cattle 
Plague, together with the Minutes of Evidence taken by, and the Papers laid 
before the Commission. 

By your Excellency’s desire the attention of the Committee has been especi- 
ally directed to the following paragragh of the Report : — 

“ Before this report is concluded some reference should be made to the peculiar circum- 
stances of Ireland. The disease not having as yet broken out in that country, there is no 
necessity for the measures which have been recommended for Great Britain. It is still 
possible, by the adoption of suitable precautions, to avert the calamity from Ireland alto- 
gether. The importation of cattle into that country has already been prohibited for some 
weeks past. Considering, however, the destructive character of the disease, it will not be 
judicious to rely upon that precaution alone for escaping it. The evidence which has been 
laid before us leaves little doubt that it can be conveyed by persons who have been m 
contact with infected animals, as well as by the animals themselves. In case it should, by 
any accident, be carried over, the Government should be in readiness to eradicate it from 
an/ spot in which it may appear ; and unless preparations are made for doing so before the 
plague shows itself, the authorities will hardly be in a condition to act with the necessary 
speed and vigour when the emergency arises. In .Prussia, upon whose eastern frontier the 
disease frequently appears, a system of precautions has been adopted for stopping its 
further progress, which have hitherto met with invariable success. It would probably not 
be difficult to make provision for the application of similar measures to Ireland, and so to 
secure to it a permanent immunity from the calamity under which Great Britain. is at pre- 
sent suffering. But the extreme rapidity with which the disease spreads makes it important 
that all arrangements for stamping it out, in case of its possible appearance, should be 
made without delay”— Report, Royal Commissioners ,p. 18, paragraph 6. 

In the consideration of this most important question, the Committee have 
directed their inquiries principally to two points 

1st. Whether any precautions in addition to those already taken by the 
Government are possible for preventing the introduction of the disease. 

2d. The measures that ought, in the opinion of the Committee to be 
immediately taken by the Government in case of the disease suddenly 
appearing in this country. Wtli 
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With regard to the first point, it was stated on good authority to tho Committe 
that numbers of drovers and other persons who have been in contact with d’ ’ 
eased cattle in Great Britain are in the habit of returning to this country without 
any precautions being taken for disinfecting their clothing ; and great danaer 
being apprehended from this circumstance, the Committee recommend— S r 

“ 1- That no person be permitted to quit Ireland in charge of cattle or 
sheep without a passport or return ticket, to be obtained from the nolire 
authorities at the port of embarkation. “ 

“ That such passport or return ticket shall he given for a limited period 
within which the person who receives it shall be required, under a penalty’ 
to present himself, on his return, at the office where he received his passport 
oi* ticket. 

“ That upon receiving suck passport or return ticket he shall be provided 
with clothes on payment of a deposit of 5 1 , with which he may proceed to 
Great Britain, and upon his return he shall receive in exchange his own 
clothes, and deliver up the clothes provided by the police. 

“ That on his return, when lie claims liis own clothes, he is to receive his 
deposit of 5 1 . on returning the suit lent him.” 

The Committee have had communications on this subject with the Irish Steam 
Ship Association of a most satisfactory character, copies of which will be found in 
the Appendix, and to which your Excellency’s attention is directed. 

The Committee further recommend — 

“ 2 . That the importation of dogs from Great Britain into Ireland be 
prohibited. 

“ 3. That all boxes, crates, &c., in which carcases a,re conveyed from this 
country to England be branded at the port of embarkation, and not permitted 
to return.” 

“ 4. That in order to secure the services of a number of skilled gentlemen 
to investigate any case of reported cattle plague — 

. “ persons be appointed by the Government to proceed to England 
immediately for the purpose of studying the disease. 

That six of them should be medical men, two veterinary surgeons, and 
two practical stock-masters. 

That a communication be made by the Irish Government to Mr. Helps 
on this subject, who has promised to make the proper arrangements for their 
instruction. 

1 hat each of these gentlemen should give an undertaking that the 
clothes they wear during the periods of their study shall not be brought 
back to tliis country. 

That these gentlemen should be selected and sent to London during the 
present week.” 

With regard to the second point, which is more particularly suggested to the 
attention of the Committee in your Excellency’s letter, namely, “ The means it 
would be advisable to adopt to check the spread of the Cattle Plague, if, in spite 
of the precautions which have been taken to prevent its introduction, it should 
unhappily break out in Ireland.” 

. r ^ le Committee have endeavoured to devise a system as nearly similar as the 
circumstances of this country will permit to that adopted on the Continent with 
invariable success, and recommend — 

That in the event of the disease breaking out in any district in Ireland, 
that district should be effectually isolated, and all circulation of cattle or 
sheep within it, or along the roads bounding it, be prohibited. 

In order that this system of isolation of the early cases of the Cattle Plague 
should be fully and strictly enforced, the Committee suggest the following 
regulations : 00 



Suggested 
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Suggested Regulations. 



1. Every person having in his possession, or under his custody, any animal 
having symptoms of the disorder, shall forthwith give notice thereof to the 
nearest constabulary station of the district within which such animal is ; or if 
within the Dublin metropolitan police district, to one of the superintendents of 
the metropolitan police. 

2. Every constable shall have power, within his district, to enter upon and 
inspect any premises or place in which he has reason to suspect any animal is 
labouring under the disorder, and to examine and inspect, whenever and wherever 
he may deem it necessary, any animal which he has reason to suspect is labour- 
ing under the disorder ; and such constable shall report the fact of every such 
visit, with its results, at its next sitting, to the Petty Sessions Court of the 
district in which such visit has been made. 



3. Whenever any constable shall receive or obtain information that an animal 
is labouring under the disorder, he shall, by the next post, or if possible by 
telegram, communicate such information to the Under Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant, who shall immediately order a competent person, as inspector, to 
proceed without delay to the place where the diseased animal is ; and if it appear 
necessarv, for the purposes of his inspection, the said inspector shall order such 
animal to be slaughtered ; and he shall on the same day forward to the Under- 
secretary a report, stating whether in his opinion the animal is or is not affected 
with the disorder. 



4 The constable as aforesaid shall communicate also to the nearest magistrate 
the report he has transmitted to the Under Secretary, and if such magistrate 
should satisfy himself that there are reasons for grave suspicion that the animal 
mentioned in the constable's report is affected with the disorder, he shall have 
power to issue such a conditional order (to be in operation for three days, or until 
such time as the inspector has reported on the case; as he may think necessary 
effectually to isolate such animal. 

5. On receipt of information to the effect that an animal is affected with the 
disorder, the Under Secretary shall send without delay to the place where the 
diseased animal is, two or more competent persons who shall mark out a certain 
line around such place, and lay down the same upon the Ordnance map; the 
limit of the district enclosed shall be shown by well-defined boundaries, ad the 
district within such boundaries shall be called “ An Infected District, and such 
competent persons shall forward forthwith to the county inspector of ^“^ulary 
a description of such district, and marked as aforesaid on the Ordnance map. 

6 On receipt of such information the county inspector of constabulary shall 

cause without delay, to be posted in all public places within 10 miles of the 
infected district a notice describing the boundaries of the same ; and from the 
date of the post ng of the first of such notices, it shall not he lawful for any person 
to ml froL Sin the infected district, any animal whatsoever ; bn animals 
if certified bv an inspector to be free from disease, may be slaughtered and he 
carcase sent out of the infected district, provided the skins and offal are left 
within the district; the skins should not be removed without being 
and without the permission of the competent person appointed by the Undei 

Tiki the date of the posting of such notice the 

sS 

6 7 . 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




4 REPORT RELATING TO THE 

animal may have been located, and all fodder placed before er brought in con- 
tact with such animal, to be collected and buried, at least four feet under the 
surface, or to be destroyed by fire, and the ashes buried. 

a. In case the numbers of the constabulary in any district are insufficient for 
performing the above-named duties, special constables should be employed for 
the purpose. r u 

10. All dogs should be kept shut up within the infected district. 

11. The isolation of any infected district shall be continued so long as any 

case of the disorder exists within it, and for a period of 21 days after the last 
case of death or recovery to be certified by the inspector ; as also that all proper 
precautions have been taken for the purposes of disinfection. 1 

® ver y inspector shall have the power to order ar.y animal declared and 
certified by him m writing, to be affected with the disorder, to be slaughtered 
without delay, and buried six feet deep in the ground and covered with lime in 
such a spot as he may select, and in the case of burial being necessary at a dis- 
tance from the place of death, he shall cause the carcase to be disinfected before 
removal; the bodies of all diseased animals shall be buried unskinned, and the 
skms scored so as to render them useless. 

13. All the expenses of carrying these orders into execution should be defrayed 
by monies voted by Parliament. In the case of animals ordered to be slaughtered 
as aforesaid, compensation should be given to the owner, equal in amountto two- 

lircs oi the of the animal destroyed, the sum in no case to exceed 12/. 
tor each animat. That such compensation should be defrayed out of the poor’s 
rate of the union in which the infected district is situate, save when it would 
exceed sixpence in the pound on the valuation of the union; in such cases the 
amount exceeding that rate should be made by a rate-in-aid, to be charged 
equally on all the unions m Ireland. 8 

14. In order to ascertain the amount of such compensation, a written certificate 
should be given by the inspector, certifying that the animal killed was affected by 
the disorder, and stating the value of such animal ; such order should bo brought 
before the magistrates at the Petty Sessions of the district in which the infected 

thiS, Of tb Ua e ’ W f° declde as *° wbat sum ’ not in any case exceeding two- 
thnds of the value of such animal, and in no case exceeding, for one animal, 12 l. 
snail be paid for compensation. 

15. As soon as possible after the notices of a district being infected are posted, 

a census and valuation of the animals in the infected district should be made by 
valuators appointed for the purpose by the Under Secretary. 1 

penalties^ 6 mfr “ gement of tbe3e regulations should be punishable by strong 

,Wr M l P t- S ° nS int ? c0ntact witb diseased i- carrying out 

hese regulations, should be ordered to change or cover their clothes, and to take 
such precautions against conveying infection as the Government may direct. 



Interpretation. 

no mher Mder ’” l ° the disease known as Rinderpest or Cattle Plague and 

hotait t T Clude and t0 aignii 7 cattle > sl,ee P> g° a ‘ s . swine, or 

Horses kept m the same field or house with cattle. 

MetronnbL In po P r t0r of f ™ stabuI ?7.” *» signify one of the Commissioners of 
Pofre ™ J “ d C . onstable . ‘o signify Superintendent of Metropolitan 
district! Wiere reguIatl ™ s are enforced within the Metropolitan Police 

Excellencv’s^advif f 6 P“ nts minor detail which the official experience of your 
to system of Sri W ‘ e T nable , tbem *0 suggest for fully carrying into operation 
of oninion that th ^ 11 makmg these recommendations the Committee are 

opinion that the measures suggested are those best suited for eradicating the 

disease 
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disease on its first appearance, and “ stamping it out ” at once. The Committee, 
however, doubt whether it would be possible to enforce such a system were the 
disease to become widely spread or the seats of infection very numerous: but as 
all experience has shown that similar precautions, if taken in time, have never 
failed to arrest the progress of this fearful malady, the Committee with much 
confidence submit these suggestions to your Excellency. 

.. T h e Committee being cognizant of the enormous loss which must ensue should 
the Cattle Plague break out m this island, cannot refrain from expressing their 
strong conviction that unless the Government are prepared to give immediate 
effect to these recommendations by an Order in Council, to be followed if 
necessary, by a Bill of Indemnity when the Legislature shall meet, it is incumbent 
upon Her Majesty s Ministers to advise Her Majesty to call Parliament ton-ether 
at the earliest possible moment for the purpose of legislating upon this momentous 
subject. ° r 

The Committee have now adjourned, but they beg to assure your Excellency 
that they are ready to reassemble whenever their services are required. A copy 
of the Minutes of their proceedings is appended for your Excellency’s infor- 
Tnat.i on . “ 



Council Chamber, Dublin Castle, 
6th. Day of December 1865. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Naas, Chairman. 
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COPY of the Report of the Committee convened 
by the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland to consider the 
Measures that might be adopted for Arresting the 
Progress of the Cattle Plague in case of its 
appearance in Ireland. 



(Lord Naas.) 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed , 
23 February 1866. 



67. 



Under 1 oz. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



